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MONSANTO ANNUUNCIS 
DIOXIN TEST FINDINGS 
IN LOUISIANA
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LDLING, La., Sapt. 2 — Monsanto Cosipany said today that 
axtanslva coapany tasts at its plant hara hava found dioxin 
in a sawll, localisad araa of ttia facility whara tha harbicida 
2,4,6-T was handlad in tha Mld-lObOa. Coapany Mdical officials 
said that thara is no indication that tha dioxin posas any danpar 
to aaployaas, tha public or tha anviroixiant.

Vincant E. Boyan, Luling plant nanagar, said that as a 
rasult of tna tasts, the coapany has begun further saapling of 
the localised area where the dioxin was found. To assure that 
no exposure will result froa disturbing the soil, tha coapany 
also will cover the area with plastic sheeting and a layer of 
shells.

Hr. Boyan said tasts found aaasurabla dioxin in only two 
of 26 soil saaples. 'These two positive findings ware found in 
a 10 by 20 foot area along a railroad sid. g inside the l,SS6-acra 
plant. Tha site is aora than one-half aile inside tha plant boundary. 
Results froa tha reaaining 24 soil saaples ta)ien in other areas of
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th« plant, including four on tha plant pariaatar, stiowad no 
'Uoaxn,* ha said. "In tha two positiva sa^plaa," ha continuad,
■*••• i. frot tha top t%»o inchaa of tha teat corea contained 49 ard 
1?9 ^arta par billion ,rr»' .uspectively. Further analysis of 
tha latter core saapla^^owever?^foun?^iubsurface contaaiination 
about four to six inches below ground in tha low par^a"p'er^iKuion 
(ppa) range. This single finding is inconsistent with tha 
pattern of tost results seen alsewhare in tne plant and is baliovod 
to be a conseguenca of inadvertent spillage that likely occurred 
as 2,4,5-T was loaded into railcars during brief periods of tiae 
SOM 16 years ago," Mr. Boyen said.

CoMenting on the test results, George Roush, M.D., Director 
of Munsantu's DepartMnt of Medicine and Env.ronMntal Health, 
said that all available evidence indicates that once dioxin 
***‘=‘*** bound to soil, it represents no hazard to nm. "Indeed, 
the substantial anount of Mdical ixfomation available to date, 
including the results of three separate health studies of 
Monsanto e^iloyeea exposed to relatively high levels during 
the nanufacture of 2,4,5-T at the coagiany's Hitro, W.Va., plant, 
clearly shows that, other than the skin condition chloracne, no 
long-tem health effects have ever been associated with exposure 
to dioxin," he said. "This conclusion," he continued, "is 
further supported by the AMrican Medical Association. The AMA 
reported in October of 1982 that 'Thus far, long-tem effects 
{tram exposure to dioxin) other than persistent chloracne have 
net been SMn."

1

"1

iM

•mof



ir THE PAGE FILMED IS MOT 
AS LEGIBLE AS THIS LABEL. 
IT IS Wf. TO THE QUALITY 

V OF THE ORIGINAL.

•3-

"1

According to Hr. Boyon, no dioxin wxa found in any of
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watsi xiwples or in producti currently Bade at the plant. 
‘Three air saaplea ..aen in the area of the rail siding showed 
virtually undetectable levels in Che 0.01 parts per guadrillion 
range. That’s 300 tines below the level which EPA has projected as 
'ultra safe' for long-tem huaan exposure and is well below 
background levels typically found in air-nonitoring tests in najor 
U.S. cities. Five additional air saaples froa other areas of the 
plant contained no dioxin.

■These test results strongly suggest that the contaaination 
is localized within a saall area of the plant,* he said.

Monsanto has discussed the test results with state and 
federal officials and has informed the plant work force of the 
findings.

‘The herbicide 2,4,5-T was handled in the area along 
the railroad tracks during two intervals within a 24-aonth period 
froa 1965 to 1967,* Mr. Boyen said. ‘The product was never 
aanufactured here and only waa handled for a relatively short tiae. 
It is known, however, that 2,4,5-T can contain dioxin as a 
contaainant.*

Mr. Boyen explained that the Luling plant received a few 
shipaents of the soiid form of 2,4,5-' froa a company plant in 
West Virginia and converted it to its liquid fora for shipaent 
and further processing.
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■No aio;.i.u would h«v« boon ^onoratod during th« 

convorsion pro'M«. Bowovor, any dioxin alraady pzaaant in tha 
solid product r*r**ivad fr-«. Woat Vi.sini-. uould hava ranainad in 
Um cotva'tad liquia fora,” ha said.

Tast sanpling at the plant was d: .s in nid-August 
following a neeting with officials froa EPA Region VI in Dallas 
held to discuss the plant's participation in EPA's national 
dioxin surveillance prograa. The Luling plant is one of aore 
than 200 industrial sites around tha country listed in a 1900 
EPA report as operating processes that potentially could 
generate dioxin.

•Th cPT?-ny •. ?ting has shown that the processes 
listed in tha EPA report as requiring investigation at the 
Luling plant — the aanufacture of propanil, a herbicide, and 
3,4-dichloroaniline, a cheaical intemediate — did not generate 
any byproduct dioxin," Nr. Boyen said. ■That's yet another 
indication that the dioxin steas frosi the limited handling of 
2,4,S-T back in the 1960s."

Nonaanto's Luling plant hat been in operation aince 
19S4. Approximately 830 employees work at the facility which 
is located on the west bank of the Nississippi River 15 miles 
west of Hew Orleans.
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